OUR 1644 CHURCH COVENANT
We, whose names are underwritten, do covenant with the Lord, and with one another, and do
solemnly bind ourselves before the Lord and His people that we will, through the help of Christ’s
strengthening of us, walk after the Lord in all His ways according as He has traced them out to us
in His word of grace and truth.
And, 1. We avouch the Lord to be our God, and give up ourselves (with our seed after us in their
generations) to be His people, in truth and sincerity of our hearts.
2.
We give ourselves up to the Lord Jesus Christ, to be ruled and guided by him in matters of
His worship, and in our whole conversation, acknowledging Him not only our alone Savior, but
also our King, Sovereign, and Ruler over us, and our Prophet and Teacher by His word and
spirit, forsaking all other teachers and doctrines, which He has not commanded; and we wholly
disclaim our own righteousness in point of justification, and look to it as filthy rags, and do
cleave unto Him for righteousness and life, grace and glory.
3.
We do farther promise, by the help of Christ, to walk with our brethren and sisters of the
congregation, in the spirit of brotherly love, watching over them and caring for them; avoiding
all jealousies, superstitions, backbitings, censuring, quarrelings, and secret risings of heart
against them; forgiving and forbearing, and yet seasonable admonishing and restoring them by a
spirit of meekness, set them in joint again that have been through infirmity overtaken in any fault
among us.
4.
We will not in the congregation be forward to show our gifts of parts in speaking, nor be
ready to disgrace our brethren, or discover their failings, but attend an orderly call before we put
forth ourselves, doing nothing to the offense of the church, but in all things endeavoring our own
brethren’s edification and trust in God.
5.
We farther bind ourselves, in the strength of Christ, to labor how we may advance the
gospel, and how we may advance the kingdom of Christ, and how we may win and gain them
that are without, and how we may settle grace and peace among ourselves, and seek, as much as
in us lieth, the peace of all the churches, seeking the help, the counsel, and direction of other
churches if need be, not putting any stumbling block before any, but laboring to abstain from all
appearance of evil.
6.
We do hereby promise to behave and demean ourselves obediently in all lawful things to
those that God hath placed over us in the Church and the Commonwealth; knowing that it is our
duty not to grieve them, but to encourage them in their places, and in the administration of their
charge that God hath committed to them.
7.
We resolve in the same strength to approve ourselves in our particular callings, shunning
idleness, not slothful in business, knowing that idleness is the bane of any society, etc. Neither
will we deal hardly or oppressingly with any wherein we are the Lord’s stewards; promising to
our best abilities, to teach our children the good knowledge of the Lord, that they may also learn
to serve and fear him with us, that it may go well with them and with us forever.

