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SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017 
PALM SUNDAY 

Worship Service – 9:00 & 10:30 am 

Rev. Dr. Gregory J. Hopwood 

Sermon 

FPCC Vision Series Finale 
  

Calendar for Sunday, April 9, 2017 
9:00 am Chapel Worship 

9:00 am Bible Study (2nd Peter) 
10:00 am Prayer in the Chapel 
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship  
(Infant and toddler care provided) 

Sunday School following Children’s Message 
Coffee hour follows 10:30 service 

Noon: Junior Choir rehearsal 
1:00 Clothing Closet open 
2:00 Community Dinner 

7:30 pm Girls High School Bible Study 
 

Memorial Flowers 
The flowers will be given in loving memory of 

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Hamlin by their granddaughter 

Linda C. Hamlin. 

 

Greeters: The Roden Family 

 

Ushers: Dick Covell, Frank Brown, Janice Jones, 

Stephen Gates, Dexter Wheeler, and Jim Fosnock 

(Captain) 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts: The Thursday Morning 

Women’s Bible Study 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, April 16, 2017 
EASTER SUNDAY 

Family Sunday 
Worship Service –10:30 am 

Rev. Dr. Gregory J. Hopwood 

Sermon 

The Guarantee of Life 
 

Calendar for Sunday, April 16, 2017 
9:00 am Bible Study (2nd Peter) 
10:00 am Prayer in the Chapel 
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship  
(Infant and toddler care provided) 

Coffee hour follows 10:30 service 
 

 

Memorial Flowers  
The flowers in the center will be given in loving 

memory of Arline Abbondanza by her sister Jean. 

In addition, Easter Lilies will adorn the sanctuary 

given in memory of loved ones. 

 
Greeter:  Len and Julie Hart 

 

Ushers: Dick Covell, Frank Brown, Janice Jones, 

Stephen Gates, Dexter Wheeler, and Jim Fosnock   

(Captain) 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts:  Needed! Please sign up in 

vestry. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUmMO0-4jTAhVK7IMKHTrqCBEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/497507090058595588/&bvm=bv.151325232,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGDHhfJidDe3zYbPacx__FdnrAgfg&ust=1491332119483036


 

 
 

 
Please Keep in Prayer  

 

Prayers for healing:  
Stephanie Apitz ("ÏÂ "ÌÁÓÅÒȭÓ ÎÉÅÃÅ) 

Peter Barden, Andy Black,  
Tammy Desrosiers (knee surgery) 

and Tammy is also morning the loss of  
her mom Greta Bullerwell 

MaryAnn Doherty, Mark Ganong, Richard Pratt,  

Warren Reeves (at Bear Hill), Stephen Taylor,  

Angelique Toroni, Pastor Rich and Pat Weisenbach,  

Marjorie & Matthew Willard (Ken Wood’s  

sister & nephew) 
 

 

Please continue to keep us in your prayers: 
Robert Blaser (Bob’s dad), Stephen Donovan, Ed Foley,  

the Laboy family, Domenic Mercurio,  
Mary Mac Laughlin, John Oliphant, Peter Rearick and his 

parents, Jean Sabatula, 
Albert Simkins, Barbara Sullivan (Oosterman’s Rest 

Home), Janice and Irene Whitehead,  
And for our 

missionaries around the globe 
 
 

 
If you know of someone who could benefit from 

receiving a prayer shawl,  

please contact the church office. 

 

 

Prayer is the most powerful tool! 
Would you like our First Parish Prayer Team 

praying for your needs?  Please fill out a prayer 

request.  You will find the prayer cards in the back 

of the Sanctuary on the Williams Table.  Our Prayer 

Box is also there to drop in your prayer request.  

The Prayer Team will gather them up each week, 

and they will pray for your needs. 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
                          Chapel       Sanctuary       Total 
March 26       28    107  154 
April 2          19      98  117 
       Sunday School        
March 26  47 
April 2    33 

 
 

 

 

 

OUR LENTEN PRAYER DISCIPLINE  

 

During Lent, we focus our lives and journey to the 

cross.  To help you in your journey, I encourage you 

to use three resources each day to: 

 

Meditate on the Cross 

www.tinyurl.com/2017LentReading 
 

Deepen your Worship 

www.tinyurl.com/2017LentWorship 
 

Grow in Prayer 

www.tinyurl.com/2017LentPrayer 

 

May you grow in pardon, peace, power and purpose 

as you deepen your connection to the cross of Christ 

this season. 

Pastor Greg  

 

Thank you 
On behalf of Janet Martin’s family we wanted to 

thank our church friends for all your thoughts and 

prayers.  It is very much appreciated. 

The Martin family 

 
           

 

Times to Gather Together for Prayer 

Sunday @ 10am/Chapel 

Tuesday @ 6:30pm/Sanctuary 

Wednesday @ 7:30am/Sanctuary 

Friday @ 7:30am /Sanctuary 
(Please refer to enclosed schedule) 

 

 

 
 



 

 
FPCC Bible Studies 

Opportunities to Grow 
 

Sunday @ 9 am – Bible Study  
Location:  First Parish Church Library 

Contact:  Bruce Londino, 781-850-6341 
 

Sunday @ 7:30 pm -  Girls High School Bible Study 

Location: First Parish Fireside Room 

Contact: Emily Covell, 781-854-2848 
 

Monday @ 7:30 pm - Men’s Bible Study  

Location: 5 Sheridan Road, Stoneham 

Contact: Andy Black, 781-279-9932 
 

Monday @ 7:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study  

Location: 4 Cardinal Road, Stoneham 

Leader: Jo Lynn Foster, 781-454-6012 
 

Monday @ 7:00 pm - FirstPlace4Health Study 

Location:  First Parish Fellowship Room 

Contact: Kathy Bourgault, 978-210-6166 
 

Wednesday @ 7:00 pm – Bible Study 

Location: First Parish Library – starts March 29th    

Leader: Nicki McLennan, 781-620-0241 
 

Thursday @ 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study 

Location: First Parish Fireside Room 

Contact: Angela Faylor, 781-246-0643  
 

Thursday @ 7:00 pm - Women’s Bible Study 

Location: First Parish Fireside Room 

Contact: Jen Black, 781-279-9932                      
 

Thursday @ 7:30 pm - Men’s Bible Study 

Location: 12 Montclaire Ave, Wakefield 

Leader: Rick Trubiano, 781-245-2983 
 

Thursday @ 6:45 pm - FirstPlace4Health Study 

Location:  First Parish Upstairs Classroom 

Leader: Diane Steniford, 781-231-5654 
 

Saturday @ 8:45 am - FirstPlace4Health Study  

Location:  First Parish Fireside Room 

Contact: Nancy Kunz, 339-203-0174 

 

 

 
 

 

FULL RACKS ARE NEEDED 
for the 

Clothing Closet Event held 
during the Community Dinner 

this Sunday, April 9 
We need your no-longer-needed clothing and shoes for 
those who are in need. Those who will be coming to the 
community dinner and clothing closet this Sunday will be 
very grateful for your help to them. God loves a cheerful 
giver!  We are in desparate need of clothing to offer at 
this event.   
 

Thank you in advance for cleaning out your closets, 
bureau drawers and shoe racks, and 
for sharing God's blessings with others. 
   Thank you, Barbara Flynn 

 

IS THIS YOUR GIFT TO OFFER? 

The nominating committee is still trying to fill the 
vacancies we have on various committees.  They 
are as follows: Treasurer, Diaconate, Antique 
Show, Trustees and Ushers.  If you think you could 
help or need more information about any of the 
above, please see Linda D’Agostino at church or 
call at 781-245-0243.   

Thank you, the Nominating Committee 
 

The Pathway to Online Giving 
You are now able to give to First Parish online, at your 

convenience, if you prefer electronic giving payment 

methods.  Online giving is secure and confidential, with 

benefits for givers and the Church.  To give online, go to 

fpccwakefield.org.  Click on GIVING (at the top of the 

screen), and follow instructions on the Giving screen.  

You can give by direct-debit (EFT) from a bank account, 

or with a credit or debit card.  If you want to place your 

gift in Sunday’s offering plate, you can use part of your 

printed giving receipt. 

Give on-line a try!  You are always welcome to 
contact the Church Office if you have questions or need 
assistance.   

Be a Joyful Giver! 

 

http://www.fpccwakefield.org/


 
 

WELLNESS WORSHOP 

MAY 6TH FROM 9 AM – 2:30 PM 

Featuring Vicki Heath 
Optional Early Bird Workout 7:45 – 8:15 am 

 

Vicki is the National Director of 

FirstPlace4Health.  She is a certified fitness 

instructor for the American Council on 

Exercise, a certified Life Coach, and 

Wellness Coordinator for her church in 

Edisto Beach, SC.  Vicki is author of the 

books Don’t Quit Get Fit and Wellness 

Journey of a Lifetime. 

 

The Schedule: 

Keynote #1 Don’t Even Think About 

Quitting!   

Keynote #2 Living a Balanced Life  

Breakout Sessions:  Getting Started with  

FirstPlace4Health, Healthy Summer 

Living, Fireside Chat/Leaders Round 

Table,   

Inspiring Success Stories:  Christine 

Bevilaqua, Delilah Dirksen, Patty Gallison 

 

Featured Breakout Speakers 

Delilah Dirksen 

Ken Hodgson 

Monique Johnson 

Patty Gallison 

Linda Graves 

 

For more information, visit 

www.FirstPlace4Health.com, or contact Ken 

Hodgson, kenhodgson184@gmail.com 781-

492-1792   

 

$25 registration until May 3, 2017 which 

includes lunch & refreshments…  

$35 at the Door. 

INSTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY IS 
ALSO AVAILABLE ON YOUR 
COMPUTER!  Have you tried to connect?  If 
you have any questions, please call the church 
office. 
 

 
OUTREA CH OPPORTUNITY  

 

Attention all High School and College Students:  
Are you thinking of doing a mission trip during 
spring break or over the summer?  Outreach 
has some financial support that could help 
defray the cost.  Please contact any member of 
the Outreach Committee for more information. 
 
Peace, 
 

The Outreach Committee 
Becky Fosnock, Chair, Rhonda Brown, Dick 
Covell, Judy and Tom Gordon, Mary Ann 
Londino, and Dom Mercurio 
 
 
 
 
 
The Antiques Show Committee would like to 

remind everyone that they are accepting donations 

for the church table at the Vintage Fair and 

Marketplace on April 28-29. In addition, many 

volunteers, including strong helpful kids, are needed 

as porters to help vendors move their items, and to 

take orders and serve food at the kitchen. Please talk 

to Donna Nicolai or any other members of the 

Antiques Show Committee if you can help. Thank 

you. 

 

Antique Committee: Stephen Gates, Leith Jones, 

Carol Logan, Mary MacDonald, Tom Martin, 

Stephen Taylor and Ray Toothaker 

 
 

http://www.firstplace4health.com/
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Synopsis of play 
 

“Lost and Found” 
 

Lost and Found” is the poignant story of Jim 

Goodwin and his two adult sons, Steven and 

Jonathan. Jonathan Goodwin has always enjoyed 

a close relationship with his father and even 

works at his company. In contrast, Jim’s younger 

son Steven set out on his own — with his father’s 

money in hand — following the death of his 

mother.  

Seven years pass with no word from Steven, 

much to Jim Goodwin’s distress. Not knowing 

which way to turn, the heartbroken father seeks 

counsel from his pastor and learns that Steven 

may not have shared his father’s values. 

Meanwhile, in spite of having earned an MBA, 

owning a new car and sharing life with his live-in 

girlfriend, Steven finds that life is anything but a 

bowl of cherries. When he finally hits bottom, he 

wonders if it’s time for him to go home. 

 

Cast:    Actors: 

Pastor Wilson Dom Mercurio 

Barbara (a secretary)  Teddie Fitzpatrick 

Jim (the heartbroken father) Paul Somers 

Biblical Prodigal Father Andy Black 

Steven (The Prodigal Son)  Mark Hatheway 

Julie (Steven’s girlfriend) Ruth Ross 

Jonathan (the unforgiving brother) Russell Porter 

Amy (a barista)  Rachel Hatheway 

Scripture readings Played from audio files 

Open Mic Singer: Halfway Home Café Doug Jackson 

 
 
 

 

EASTER PLAY 
“Lost and Found” 

Where we need help 
 
Marketing: Get the word out: post cards, door 
hangers 

Gift Bags: We have gift bags from last year that 
can be updated for this year. 

Stage Crew: Some pews need to be moved 

Babysitting: Babysitting for night of each 
performance (3 nights) 

Prayer: Prayer team for community and actors 

VESTRY OUTREACH: We need someone to take 
the lead in making our Vestry be warm 
and inviting.  Tables everywhere: Drinks 
and snacks, Stephen Ministry, General 
Info about our church, Youth Group, 
Outreach, Clothing Closet, Bible 
studies, etc.  

CREW (Needed for Sunday 4/9 – Saturday 4/15) 

Lighting: Operate Lights (all Passion Week) 

 

REMAINING REHEARSALS 

 
 

Passion Week 

 

 



Easter Lilies  
Our sanctuary will again be 
beautiful on Easter Sunday, April 
16th  due to the generosity of 
our church family who give 
donations to purchase lilies in memory of their 
loved ones. Contributions may be made through 
Palm Sunday, April 9.  After that date, names may 
not be received in time to be listed in the order of 
worship. The plants will be distributed by the 
Flower Committee, the Diaconate and other 
volunteers.  
Please complete the following:  
 

I/We wish to contribute memorial Easter lilies in 
memory of:  
__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed:  
 
Donor 
_________________________________________  
 
Please enclose $4 for each name (Mr. and Mrs. 
counts as two names).  Checks may left in the 
church office or mailed to  
 
                 First Parish Congregational Church  
                 P. O. Box M  
                 Wakefield, MA  01880-0301 

 

 

JOIN THE CHOIR FOR EASTER!  
Our Sanct uary Choir would love to welcome 

you to sing with them for the very special 

Sundays coming up, Palm Sunday & Easter. 

Just join us for rehearsals on either of the 

next 2 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm, then plan to 

come at 9:30 am on each Sunday, and youõll 

be able to help us make even better music 

for those 2 important celebrations. Talk to 

Don Hodgkins for  

further info, or just show up!  

Hope to see you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The House Committee needs you to help 
get our church home ready for Easter 
Sunday.  This dust and polish event will take 
place on Saturday, April 8th at 9:00 am.  
Please let Linda D’Agostino know if you can 
help out; the more the merrier!  If you have 
any questions, please call her at 78l-245-
0243. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are available to help distribute  

lilies on Easter Sunday, please contact 

Linda D’Agostino at 781-258-8867 or 

if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you 
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Steps to De-Stress Program  
Learn how to successfully relax through a 

stressful day. 

At some point, we’ve all dealt with stress, 

but having a constant feeling of being 

“stressed-out” can affect our health and 

wellness.  Join Hallmark Health for this two-

class program on Wednesdays April 26 and 

May 3  from 5:30 – 7 p.m. (please arrive 15 

minutes early on April 26).   

 

Learn about: 
• Stress physiology 

• Explore how stress affects your body 

• Techniques for relaxation 

• Easy tips to managing everyday stress 

To register, please call 781-338-7561 or 

email CHE@hallmarkhealth.org 

Registration and payment are required one 

week prior to class. 

Cost for two-class session:  $30 per 

participant 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A reminder to bring along a can 
of hearty soup or ste w for the 
food pantry.  It is also a good 
meal to have to feed the body and 
the soul . 
 
 
 

 
 
Book Shelf News 
In April we are 
featuring books by 
Terri Blackstock and 
Randy Alcorn. 
See our shelf in the 
Vestry for these selections:  
 
¶ The Sun Coast Chronicles Series by 

Terri Blackstock  
¶ The Newpointe 911 Series by Terri 

Blackstock  
¶ Deception by Randy Alcorn  
¶ Dominion by Randy Alcorn  

 
EXCITING NEWS: 
You can now view the listing of the books 
available in our library online!   Please go 
to the FPCC website at 
http://fpccwakefield.com/resources/libra
ry/  and view the books that are 
available.   You can search by title, author, 
and category: Christian Living, Christian 
Fiction, Audio Video, You th and 
Other.   We do not have the resources to 
view if a book has already been checked 
out of the library; however you can view 
our wonderful book selection!  
 
Please come check out our books!  Just fill 
out the orange card!   Happy Reading! 
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Leadership Class Starting Soon! 
 
Don't think you're a natural-born leader? You can learn to be! John Maxwell teaches you in 

Developing the Leader within You the basic principles of being a leader, the all-important 

Five Levels of Leadership, and provides practices and principles that you can apply instantly 

to improve your leadership skills.  

It is a lofty calling to lead a group―a family, a church, a nonprofit, a business―and the 

timeless principles in this book will bring positive change in your life and in the lives of those 

around you.  

You will learn: 

 

¶ To build trust through personal integrity 

¶ Create positive change and understand the process involved 

¶ How to develop people 

¶ Crucial problem solving techniques 

¶ Become character-driven vs. being emotion-driven 

 

A ten week class will begin Wednesday April 26 from 7 PM – 9 PM in the Fireside Room.  

Sign up to attend this amazing program!  Cost of book is $10.  Contact Nancy at 

nrk1198@gmail.com with any questions or to register for the class! 

 

 

Name:  

Home #:  Cell 

# 

 

Address:  

Email:  

 

 

 ñLeadership is not an exclusive club for those who were óborn with it.ô The traits that are 

the raw materials of leadership can be acquired. Link them up with desire, and nothing can 

keep you from becoming a leader.ò 

 

mailto:nrk1198@gmail.com


 

PRAYER GATHERINGS DURING LENT 2017

 
Sunday @ 10 am in the Chapel :: Tuesday @ 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary :: Wednesday @7:30 am in the Sanctuary :: Friday @ 7:30 am in the Sanctuary 



 
 
 
CHURCH HERALD   
First Parish Congregational Church 
PO Box M, Wakefield, MA 01880-0301 

Phone: 781-245-1539/1644 

E-mail:  FPCCX1644@aol.com 

Fpccwakefield.org  

 

April 4, 2017  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

You 

are 

loved. 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT CHURCH HERALD  

Thursday, April 13 , 2017 

 
(will cover the dates from  
April 23 ɀ May 6, 2017)  

 

mailto:FPCCX1644@aol.com

